
Mentoring Newsletter
February 2022



Activities 
for You and 
Your Mentee
As a mentor, you help your mentee create 
and achieve goals. You help your mentee 
move forward with a plan for life after high 
school and support your student both in 
high school and throughout a 
postsecondary program. That is the heart of 
mentoring with the Education Foundation of 
Sarasota County. However, we also 
encourage you to share activities that you 
may both enjoy.  Here is a list of possible 
activities you may do together—just for fun!

• Take a walk or bike ride on the Legacy 
Trail.

• Visit Embracing Our Differences, an       
exhibit of banners celebrating diversity 
at Bayfront Park, January 10 – April 15.

• Check out the Ringling Museum, free on 
Mondays.

• Go to the Sarasota Museum of Art, free 
the second Sunday of the month.

• Walk across the Ringling Bridge or along 
the beach.

• Visit Myakka State Park.
• Eat lunch at the Overton. We can      

provide you with a card that entitles 
your mentee to a free lunch.

• Watch the sunset from New College.
• Enjoy one of Sarasota’s excellent coffee 

shops.

For more ideas visit: VisitSarasota.com.

Meet Krystal Porlles
By: Sandy Chase

Krystal Porlles, a Sarasota High School (SHS) 
senior, has a large heart. And randomly 
choosing corazones (hearts in Spanish) for 
part of her email address, as an 11-year-old 
living in Peru, is at the “heart’ of who she is—
an empathetic friend and sibling pursuing a 
career in law so she can advocate for others.

It’s no wonder that a Bob Marley quote is 
her mantra: “The greatness of a man is not 
how much wealth he acquires, but in his 
integrity and his ability to affect those 

around him positively.”

Working with Education Foundation of 
Sarasota County mentor Renee Ryckman 
(see the November newsletter) has helped 
Krystal relieve stress from a full course load 
and a part-time job at Publix, enabling her to 
focus on the college-application process.

Renee says, “From the first time I met 
Krystal, I was impressed by her vision for her 
future and her commitment to creating her 

Please encourage your mentee to 
complete their FAFSA form if they have 
not already done so. 

There are many upcoming FAFSA Open 
Houses available to attend.

March Open Houses
March 9 | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | LaunchPad4U
March 23 | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | LaunchPad4U

April Open Houses
April 13 | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | LaunchPad4U
April 27 | 4:00 - 6:00 pm | LaunchPad4U

Learn more: EdFoundationSRQ.org/Events

The Education Foundation will offer an 
ACT/SAT workshop that is free for 
students in the mentoring program. 

The workshop consists of three Saturday 
sessions and will take place at 
LaunchPad4U, at 1413 Blvd of the Arts, on 
February 19, 26, and March 5. Students 
can contact Jeff Blanchette to register for 
this great opportunity.

FAFSA Is Essential Financial Aid

Upcoming SAT/ACT Workshops

Don’t forget to encourage your mentees 
to join our texting community to stay 
updated on deadlines, scholarships, 
FAFSA and more.

They can scan the QR code above or just 
text “Education Foundation” to 
(941) 263-0501! 



path going forward. She approaches school 
and work with tenacity and optimism. It’s 
been my pleasure to watch her navigate her 
senior year. She’s amazing and will be 
successful no matter where her career takes 
her.”

Krystal also participates in the UnidosNow 
Future Leaders Academy (FLA), a 
two-year program where students receive 
college-prep support and are paired with a 
college coach. Through FLA, she has 
assumed a leadership role as the club’s 
secretary at SHS.

Why is the Bob Marley quote relevant to 
you?

I have always believed that how we impact 
others says a lot about our integrity, values, 
and character. I always try to motivate 
siblings and friends to let education 
transform their lives. Before leaving for 
college, I want to make sure my sister is 
motivated to do better for no one else than 
herself, as she will be entering her senior 
year.

Being a lawyer will allow me to give others 

a voice. I have never liked to see unfairness 
in any form. Although I’m not 100% sure 
which area of law, I would definitely take on 
pro-bono cases. Being raised in a low-in-
come household, I’m aware of how 
expensive it can be to hire a lawyer. I will 
never shut the door in the face of people 
who are going through the same hardships I 
went through. 

You talk about motivating others, but when 
did you decide to be a role model for 
yourself?

I have always wanted to go to college. My 
parents, especially my mom, encouraged me 
that education is the path to a better life. It 
finally hit me that by completing my AICE 
[Advanced International Certificate of 
Education] courses in my junior year, I could 
concentrate on the college-application 
process in my senior year, including 
scholarship essays.

I have learned so much as a junior and 
senior: good study habits, discipline, and 
pride. I’m opening doors because I enjoy 
learning, and I’m willing to work hard and 
sacrifice for my future.

What are your educational goals?

I have been accepted to FGCU, USF, and 
UCF, which meet my requirements: in-state 
public school because I can’t afford out-of-
state tuition. Also, I want to take baby steps 
towards my independence, and being a few 
hours away from home is a good start. I’m 
leaning towards UCF after touring the 
campus, learning about internships, and 
seeing the school’s diversity, including the 
Latin American Association.

I’ve earned college credit by having 
completed requirements for my AICE 
certificate. The certificate, 100 hours of 
volunteer service, and submitting my 
financial-aid application qualifies me for the 
Florida Academic/Bright Futures 
Scholarship, which covers 100% of my tuition 

but not room and board. So I’m applying for 
other scholarships.

Congratulations! What do you think college 
life will be like? Academically? Socially? 

I believe college life will be a little of 
everything: an introduction to adult life and 
new perspectives. Academically, I believe it 
could be challenging—but not impossible. 
I’m looking forward to enrolling in the social 
sciences and speech and debate electives. 
Maybe I could get a law internship as an 
assistant. Being a jurist on the Sarasota Teen 
Court has taught me a little about the legal 
process.

Socially, I will have to see what my classes 
are like and how much time I have. But I’m 
excited about joining PeruSA (Peruvian 
Student Association). Friends are very 
important to me, and I’m very proud of my 
heritage. Joining PeruSA, which promotes 
the Peruvian culture at school and in 
Orlando, will accomplish both goals.

What have you learned about living in the 
United States?

Living in the U.S. has been a blessing 
because it’s an eye-opening experience to 
new cultures. However, having to master 
English affected my ability to learn in 
school—frustrating me. Although I knew the 
answer, I just didn’t know how to say it. But I 
don’t regret that challenge because it taught 
me I could do it.

How did you overcome learning 
challenges? Do you still face that difficulty?

I taught myself the basics. Every translated 
word in my phone, each conversation, and 
every class has helped me expand my 
vocabulary. Although I’ve been here for 
almost seven years, I sometimes have to use 
context to understand a word. But it’s okay. 
I’m proud of my accomplishments.

Why did you choose a mentor? How is it 
making a difference?

I chose a mentor because I am only 17 years 
old, and I don’t know everything, especially 
about applying to college. I always welcome 
support from others because I appreciate 
their life experience which makes them wiser. 

Both my mentor and college coach 
provide just what I need—and they keep me 
on track for completing assignments, asking 
me questions that make me responsible for 
myself.

Renee always goes above and beyond: she 
flooded my email with community-service 
opportunities that I needed for Bright 
Futures because I didn’t have the volunteer 
hours, even though I’ve been volunteering 
since my freshman year, when I joined Jr. 
ROTC, helping with stadium cleanup during 
football season and other events.

Renee’s suggestion about the Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar’s Dive into Reading program 
really interested me. I engage with one or 
two children, introducing vocabulary and 
reading with them.

She and I have spoken not only about 
academics but also about my personal life, 
pastimes like exercise and reading, life in 
Peru, fears, and concerns. Renee listens and 
gives me great advice. Her kind words have 
helped me realize that regardless of a test 
score, I am a person—valued for my morals 
and ideas. 

What would you like to tell others?

What I have learned about the college 
process is that it takes more than a grain of 
sand to build the winning sandcastle—as it 
takes more than just one person to build a 
society where diversity is embraced.

Krystal (left) and her mentor Renee Ryckman (right)



Jennifer Vigne, M. Ed., CFRE
President & CEO

Jennifer Vigne is a fifth-generation 
Floridian whose love for her community and 
state runs deep and long. She is 
committed to strengthening Sarasota 
County and passionately believes that 
education has the power to change lives and 
contribute to the community’s prosperity. 
Guided by a strong value system, Jennifer 
believes that all students can learn and 

succeed and thereby participate in their own 
personal and professional growth as well as 
the community’s success.

Jennifer joined the Education Foundation of 
Sarasota County in November 2015 as 
Executive Director and was appointed 
President in January 2017 and Chief 
Executive Officer in 2019. She brings more 

than 30 years of leadership experience in the 
nonprofit and corporate sectors. She holds 
a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from 
Florida State University, a master’s in 
Educational Leadership from University of 
South Florida, and she is a Certified 
Fundraising Executive.

As an avid advocate for the principle that 
the strength of a community lies in each 
person’s ability and willingness to give 
generously with the best skills, talents and 
resources they can offer, Jennifer 
demonstrates her desire to make 
meaningful impact through her community 
and statewide service. She currently serves 
as Membership Chair for the Florida 
Consortium of Education Foundations, a 
statewide membership organization focused 
on building the capacity and effectiveness of 
local education foundations. She is 
immediate past board chair of Tiger Bay 
Club of Sarasota County, a forum to 
promote community understanding of 
current political and social issues through 
public discourse and the free exchange of 
ideas. A graduate of and the current class 
representative for Leadership Florida 
Education Class IV, Jennifer also is a 
graduate of Leadership Manatee, Leadership 
Sarasota, and the Gulf Coast Leadership 
Institute. She is a member of the 
International Women’s Forum, Sarasota 
Women’s Alliance member and past 
member of the Sarasota County 

Commission Human Services Advisory 
Council, past president of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP) Southwest 
Florida Chapter, past executive member of 
the AFP Florida Caucus, and is a recipient 
of the Sarasota Chamber Impact in Action 
Leadership award and the SRQ Women in 
Business Leadership award.

Jennifer enjoys spending time with her 
husband of 27 years, their three children and 
Finley, their dog.

Since coming onboard as president and 
CEO, how has the mission of the Education 
Foundation of Sarasota County evolved?

Throughout the history of the Education 
Foundation, we have served as a guiding 
force and support with Sarasota County 
Schools. Our focus has shifted to becoming 
more student-centered and innovative in our 
approach. 

We are great supporters of public education. 
Public education as an institution, as a 
system, has not kept pace, so where we 
have found our place and purpose as an 
Education Foundation tied to its local 
community is—how we can innovate, how 
we can serve as an incubator, how we can 
test and pilot programs and processes that 
may not to be in an educational school day 
but are absolutely important to the 
educational development to every child. 

We need to re-examine how we can 
provide support to this next generation, 
because the world is changing so rapidly. 
We have opened LaunchPad4U, a 
community resource center, to beta test 
services and programs that can do just that. 

Education changes lives and communities. 
What is the impact the Education 
Foundation is having not just on the 
students it serves but on the greater 
Sarasota community?

A thriving community and a high-quality 



education are inextricably linked. We can’t 
live in silos; we do things in relationships 
and connectivity. It swells up in the 
educational journey, so we as a community 
need to pay attention to how our students 
are going through, coming out, transitioning, 
and joining our community as productive 
members. 

We’re honored to be the backbone 
organization for PLANit Sarasota—a cross 
sector of 42 different partner organizations. 
Our goal is ensuring that 60% of Sarasota 
County citizens hold a high-level degree or 
certificate by 2030. 

With a laser-like focus on developing 
student potential, teacher excellence, and 
innovation, what opportunities does the 
future hold for the Education Foundation?

We are solely focused on ensuring students 
are prepared for life. We want students to 
get ready so they can go further. We have 
found that too many students are not ready, 
so we have provided a level of support and 
resources that students need to transform. 
Our world is accelerating at a rapid rate, so 
the Education Foundation is poised to bring 
resources to students quickly. 

It’s important to us that teachers are 
elevated and valued for the incredible work 
they do. We are working towards having a 
Teacher Leadership Center that provides an 
environment for teachers to learn from each 
other and network across schools, grades, 
and departments. 

We want to continue to incubate, innovate, 
test, and pilot how we can best expand our 
programs to meet the needs of our students, 
with an eye on ensuring access for all. 

You have three college-aged children. Have 
they provided you with insights or advice 
on the world of education from their 
perspective? 

As any parent can relate, our children keep 

us humble! My husband and I are blessed 
to have three independent, creative, and 
caring young adults as our children, and 
we continue to learn and grow together as 
they navigate the successes and challenges 
life brings. They, too, value education, and 
they see where it has served them well and 
where, sometimes, it misses the mark. So, 
they’re good at sharing their experiences 
with me, and it provides me a level of 
understanding that I think I’d miss if not for 
them. And, like all good children, they sure 
don’t hesitate to let me know where I might 
be missing the mark and they do a very 
good job of giving me their ideas on how to 
make it better!

Remember that you can access our 
Mentoring Handbook, curriculum, and 
past newsletters through our website. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
Jeff Blanchette or Sarah Harding if you 
have any questions or concerns.


