


IN AN INCREASINGLY COMPLEX AND RAPIDLY EVOLVING WORLD, innovation is key to meeting society’s 
challenges. Preparing our children for the future means inspiring innovation in our classrooms, beginning with 
our elementary schools and extending beyond high school graduation. With the primary mission of providing 
philanthropic support to our public schools, the Education Foundation of Sarasota County is poised to facilitate a 
culture of innovation for our students and teachers. Creating a culture of innovation isn’t rocket science but it does 
require purposeful intent and strategic implementation. It’s grounded in creative thinking coupled with a growth 
mindset that is action-oriented and solution-focused, and is inclusive of exploration, collaboration, and engagement. 

The Education Foundation encourages and rewards teachers to use their creativity and imagination, serving 
as a motivator to ignite the capacity for innovative thought in our students. We are nimble, imaginative, responsive 
and flexible providing us the ability to pilot programs and quickly fund projects that allow educators to expand their 
lessons and propel students to realize their full potential.  •••

“When students can envision a future for themselves beyond high school 
and see the pathways by which they may achieve their postsecondary 
goals, they are more likely to remain in school, take advantage of those 
opportunities, and ultimately find success.”

—Anonymous Donor

The College and Career Center at Booker Middle School



Completing a postsecondary credential has never been 
more important as it creates opportunities for job stability 
and social mobility. According to the Lumina Foundation, 
since 2011 the U.S. economy has added 11.5 million new 
jobs for workers with some postsecondary education 
yet only 80,000 new jobs have been created for those 
with a high school diploma or less. The case is clear: we 
need to help our students not just graduate from high 
school, but graduate with a realistic and achievable 
plan to pursue some level of postsecondary education 
whether via technical school, community college or a 
4-year college or university.Beyond job skills, students 
must gain the core competencies needed to become 
responsible global citizens. The Education Foundation 
supports Harvard education expert Tony Wagner’s 
premise to “nurture [students’] creativity and spark their 
imaginations, while teaching them to learn from failures 
and persevere. Play, passion, and purpose: These are 
the forces that drive young innovators.” As such, we 
must prepare students for their inevitable future by 
reinforcing creative thinking, encouraging problem 
solving and expanding skill-set potential, all of which 
are requisite components in the 21st Century.

One such example is the 2nd annual #SRQHacks, a 
three-day competition where the Education Foundation 
brings more than 100 middle and high school students 
together to be mentored by designers, developers, and 
entrepreneurs who expose them to technology and 
coding by working in project-based teams. Innovators 

Digital Learning Lab at Janie’s GardenMiddle School Career Explorations

2017 #SRQHacks Hackathon

ENHANCING THE POTENTIAL OF STUDENTS

have an inclination and a capacity to examine what 
others o!en leave unexamined, and this exciting event 
nurtures the very tenets that Wagner purports. In Sarasota 
County, home to many creative originals, our aspirations 
and vision match the community culture. Backed by 
the will of the community, the Education Foundation is 
empowering our students to move ahead, to be willing 
to take a risk, to innovate, and to try untested concepts. 

In theory and in practice, the Education Foundation 
can operate, innovate, and mobilize resources to help all 
students enhance their full potential.  •••



“We must constantly 
be looking for the ‘Next 
Practice’ in order to 
take students fully and 
competently into their 
future. This cannot 
happen without staying 
on the cutting edge and 
remaining keenly aware 
of innovative models of 
educational delivery.”

– Sarasota County  
School Teacher

Aspiring higher also entails investing in our educators. Without excellent 
teachers, our priorities will not be achieved and the Education Foundation 
supports Sarasota County educators in multiple ways. EducateSRQ, a 
cornerstone program for nearly three decades, is the Education Foundation’s 
vehicle for awarding grants that provide educators with funds to support 
innovative classroom and school-wide projects designed to:

• INSPIRE TEACHERS TO TAKE CALCULATED RISKS WITH THEIR 
INNOVATIVE IDEAS TO ENHANCE LESSON PLANS; 

• CREATE A CULTURE OF COMMUNITY BY FOSTERING 
COLLABORATION THROUGH INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS; 

• PROVIDE K-12 STUDENTS A BROAD RANGE OF UNIQUE LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES; AND 

• PREPARE STUDENTS FOR 21ST CENTURY CAREERS.

Over the years, the program has expanded from supplying much needed 
classroom materials to rewarding teachers for innovative projects and lesson 
plans. The grants program has awarded nearly $4 million since its inception, 
providing Sarasota County’s incredibly talented teachers the ability to enhance 
their curriculum and create engaging experiences for students. 

The desire to inspire innovation on a larger scale led the Education 
Foundation to create schoolwide grants. Imagine an entire middle school 
increasing their STEM knowledge through a schoolwide rocketry program 
that spanned nearly six weeks. Picture another school planning, constructing, 
and maintaining a hydroponics lab that, due to ongoing student involvement, 
will supply fresh food to the their lunch program. These types of innovative 
projects are exactly what makes EducateSRQ so impactful. 

The Education Foundation also supports ongoing professional development 
for Sarasota County educators. The Lori White Endowment Fund, launched 
last year, was established to provide a sustainable investment in our teachers. 
Working in partnership with Sarasota County Schools, the Education Foundation 
is identifying relevant and meaningful experiences for our teachers to excel and 
be innovative in realizing our goals for our students – together.  •••

Hands-on STEM Experiences
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A CHAMPION FOR EDUCATION

“We must aspire 
to make a greater 
impact on every 
student in every 
classroom. Our  
kids are a third  
of our population 
but 100 percent  
of our future.”

– Tom Koski, Board Chair, 
Education Foundation of 

Sarasota County

A great education is born out of innovation. It’s measured by how many 
lives have been transformed, how many ideas have been raised, and how 
many new discoveries have been made. True innovation doesn’t stop short 
of raising questions, but develops solutions and summons the courage to 
change for the greater good. The mission of the Education Foundation of 
Sarasota County is to enhance the potential of students, promote excellence 
in teaching, and inspire innovation in education. 

We are fiercely commi!ed to our partnership with Sarasota County Schools, 
the belief that education changes lives, and the desire to help every student 
reach his/her potential. It is the many champions for education within our 
community that help ensure the mission of the Education Foundation can 
be accomplished and realized. These champions are the individuals and 
organizations that advocate for our students and teachers through their 
generous gi"s of time, talent, and treasure. It is through their continued 
support, along with new supporters who are inspired by our mission, that we 
can look forward to continued innovation, expanded impact, and the ongoing 
success of our students and educators in Sarasota County.

We are passionate about our beliefs and work with contagious enthusiasm 
to fulfill our mission. If you want to join our efforts to propel our next generation 
forward, we welcome your involvement.  •••

“Ride to Read” grant at Tuttle Elementary School


